Recognizing Prefixes

CA Content Standard 1.1: Identify and use the literal and figurative
meanings of words and understand word derivations.

BEHIND THE SCENES
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Objective
Students will recognize prefixes and use them to understand word meanings.

Vocabulary Terms
Affix: A part added to a word to make a different word
Prefix: An affix that is added to the beginning of a word to make a different word
Root: The basic part of a word to which affixes may be added
Suffix: An affix that is added to the end of a word to make a different word

Materials
« student books, pages 17-24

Rd
‘\{ = SETTING THE STAGE approximately 5 minutes
% OPENING ACTIVITY

Activate students’ background knowledge about prefixes.

+ Have students open their books to page 17 (T27) and examine the puzzle pieces.

« Have students determine the correct order of the pieces and share their responses. Focus
the discussion on how the different parts of a train have different functions.

+ Explain that when the parts of a train are put together in the proper order, they create an
operating train.

« Tell students that, similarly to a train, words have different parts that are put together in a
proper order.

DRESS REHEARSAL approximately 20 minutes
INSTRUCTION & GUIDED PRACTICE

Introduce prefixes.
+ Have students turn to page 18 (T28).

+ Read the introduction and emphasize that many complex words are made up of word
parts and that recognizing common word part meanings can help students determine the
meanings of unfamiliar words.

« Explain that a prefix is added to the beginning of a word to make a new word.
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 Have students turn to page 19 (T28).

« Call students’ attention to the table of common prefixes and encourage students to
familiarize themselves with the word parts listed.

+ Have students respond to the prompt.
Instruction Sample Answers

rewind: wind again; dislike: do not like; nonessential: not essential; reassure: assure again

Have students use prefix clues to determine the meaning of words in “A Life Free From
Care.”

« Point out the graphic organizer and example answer on page 103 (T183) and explain that
students will use the table to identify the meaning of a prefix and then the meaning of a word.

« Together as a class, read “A Life Free From Care.”

« Pause after reading the third paragraph and have students explain the meaning of the
second example from the table.

You may want to model ways to respond to difficult vocabulary as
% you read. For example, you might pause after encountering the word
“rheumatism” in the last paragraph and explain that the author’s
description of the pain Wieck had when she played the piano suggests
that the word “rheumatism” describes a painful physical condition.”

« Complete the graphic organizer as a class.
« To help students focus on identifying the prefixes and the meaning of the words, you may
want to ask the following questions:
Which part of the word is the prefix? What does it mean?
Which part of the word is the root or base word? What does it mean?
How do the other words in the passage help you identify the meaning of this word?
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Guided Practice Sample Answers

was unstable.”

Word Prefix Meaning of Word
“When Wieck was four years old, : , .
B un- not able; incapable of performing an action
she was unable to speak.
Thgre is nothl.ng thellt surpasses to pass beyond to go beyord
the joy of creation...,’ she wrote, sur-
\ A o what was expected
one lives in a world of sound.
“Enraged, her father threatened
to harm Schumann if he and Clara en- to increase in rage; to be extremely angry
saw each other again.”
“Impatient, Wieck and Schumann , o ) o
took her father to court.” im not patient; annoyed at being kept waiting
. having sight before; an instance
“Her words showed foresight.” fore- 929 ,
of knowing beforehand
Schumann’s mental health e not stable; changeable
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SHOW TIME
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

approximately 20 minutes

Have students apply their analytical skills on their own.

+ Have students turn to page 22 (T30).

+ Read the directions aloud and be sure that students understand the activity.

Give students approximately 15 minutes to complete the activity.

« As students work, circulate and ask them to explain their thinking. Redirect students as needed
by asking them questions about their work. Effective questions might include the following:

Which part of the word is the prefix? What does it mean?
Which part of the word is the root or base word? What does it mean?
How do the other words in the passage help you identify the meaning of this word?

Encourage struggling students to use a systematic process to identify
word meanings. First, cover up the prefix and ask, “What word do you
see?” or “Does this word look similar to another word you already
know?” Then cover up the root or base word and ask, “What does this
prefix mean?” “What other words do you know that use this prefix?”
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Independent Practice Sample Answers

Word Prefix Meaning of Word
Emperors g.et‘to do whate\(er . bad fortune; unhappy conditions that
they want, it is true—that is mis— s
affect someone’s life

our misfortune.”

“l was preoccupied with all the
iTIZ??'?hZfE%n;{ r%rrs;lre;}[ \c/)vfhae”n pre- to be already occupied; absorbed in thought
the things he had shown me.”

“But my foolishness had only begun,
nd the nex . the French tailor ,
and the next day the French tallo un- not usual: out of the ordinary
told me he was going to show me
an unusual new cloth.”
“All I know is that the tailor took
methin f hi nd, n , , , ,
>0 .et gouto s bag, and, not in— not expert; without skill or experience
wanting to appear inexpert, | began
to tell him how amazing it was.”

“Its lightweight feel is extremely

not comtion; rare

uncommon; it is unlike anything un-
in this world.”
“So | gave the order, the tailor set his
price, | paid it, and he set to work, to view before; the opportunity to see
and all through the next week | pre- something in advance

asked for a preview, but he always
said | should wait for the big day.”

+ Bring the class together and have students share their responses.

RAVE REVIEWS
REFLECTION & ASSESSMENT

Formal Assessment
« Review students’ work from the Show Time section of the lesson.

Informal Assessment
« As students engage in classroom discussion, note how adeptly they recognize prefixes.
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ENCORE! ENCORE!
EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Writing Extension

+ Have students analyze their own writing for correct prefixes. Instruct students to make
revisions as necessary. You may wish to have students work with an existing piece of writing
or have them draft an essay describing why they think Clara Wieck started to have doubts
about her talent.

Group Project

+ Have students create a multiple—choice question that asks someone to identify
the meaning of a made-up word. Students should create a word with a prefix (e.g.,
“prebabgaloo”). Instruct students to write answer choices that reflect the meanings of
prefixes. (e.g., What does “prebabgaloo” mean? A: during a hockey game B: while swimming
C: after a track meet D: before the football game). Have students exchange questions and
identify the correct answers.
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